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Description 

Digital trade has expanded rapidly to include not only e-commerce or the bying and selling of goods 
and services online, but also a wide variety of economic activities underlying the digital economy 
involving the movement of information and data across borders. The digital economy creates 
opportunities for small and medium-sized business to access international markets and become more 
competitive and innovative.  
 
Countries are well aware of the benefits of digitalisation and therefore have a common shared interest 
in aligning their domestic laws and policies to facilitate more integrated rules, regulations, principles, 
processes and technologies in the digital trade supply chains.  
 
This course will focus on the most important areas in digital trade and electronic commerce including: 
 

(1) The dynamics of digital trade: Singapore and beyond, focusing on the evolving scope and role 
of digital trade, the global political economy of digital trade, and the key focus areas for 
Singapore to become a leader in digital trade/e-commerce; 

(2) An advanced overview of how the treaties of the World Trade Organization (‘WTO’) and 
regional trade agreements (‘RTAs’) apply to digital trade, and a snapshot of the ongoing trade 
negotiations in digital trade and e-commerce; 

(3) managing different trade barriers in digital trade and e-commerce, including market access 
barriers, tax-related barriers, data-related barriers and regulatory barriers, complemented by 
practical exercises to understand the legal, technical and economic implications of such 
barriers; 

(4) digital trade and cross-sector public policy concerns, focusing on how international trade 
agreements impact digital regulation, especially with regard toconcerning data protection and 
privacy, cybersecurity, online censorship, protecting consumer rights and law 
enforcement/national security; 

(5) facilitating digital trade infrastructure, dealing with numerous aspects such as electronic 
transactions framework, cross-border logistics, and digital devices and equipment 
(infrastructure) issues including conformity assessment for electro-magnetic compatibility, 
encryption, and risked-based assessments of cybersecurity threats; 

(6) digital trade, digital innovation and intellectual property, discussing the key IP issues in digital 
trade such as source code disclosures and internet intermediary liability coupled with an 
engaging exercise based on a real-life example; 

(7) international investment law and digital trade, providing a high-level understanding of the 
linkages between trade and investment in the digital economy, and the interface between 
investment and security (e.g., investment screening procedures); 

(8) digital trade and emerging technologies, evaluating the impact of trade agreements on 
cutting-edge developments in digital technologies such as artificial intelligence, autonomous 
technologies, Internet of Things, blockchain, fintech, smart manufacturing, 5G and software-
based network infrastructure. This module will be complemented by a practical exercise to 
strengthen the understanding of students on future technology/regulatory trends in digital 
trade. 

 



Objectives 

A student who has successfully completed this subject will:  

 

• Understand how the internet and cross-border data flows are affecting a broad range of 

international economic activity  

• Understand the development implications of the internet and data  

• Be able to analyse laws and regulations that affect cross-border data flows.  

• Have an understanding of the tensions that can arise between domestic regulation and cross-

border data flows. 

• Be able to interpret and apply at an advanced level trade law to digital trade challenges.   

• Be familiar with existing negotiations on digital trade rules at the WTO, FTAs and other economic 

forums such as the G20. 

• Have the cognitive and technical skills to generate creative and critical ideas relating to digital 

trade regulation, in the WTO and elsewhere.  

 

Seminar format 

 
Each class will include a 15-minute break. Classes will be conducted in a seminar-style, with 
expectations that each student has completed the assigned reading and is ready to discuss the reading 
and issues raised in the reading. 
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